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Teamwork

Programmable logic controllers («PLC») have been an integral part of factor EI'
automation and industrial process control for decades. «PLC’s» control a wide

array of applications from simple lighting functions to environmental systems to
chemical processing plants. These systems perform many functions, providing

a variety of analog and digital input and output interface; signal processing; data
conversion; and various communication protocols.

All of the «<PLC»’s components and functions are centered around the controller,

which is programmed for a specific task.
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Teamwork

A programmable logic controller is a specialized computer used to control EI'
machines and processes. It therefore shares common terms with typical PCs

like central processing unit, memory, software and communications. Unlike a
personal computer though the «PLC» is designed to survive in a rugged industrial
atmosphere and to be very flexible in how it interfaces with inputs and outputs to

the real world.
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